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Friends,
We are currently living in circumstances that are completely new
to me, and to most of you, as
well. Things keep changing—
almost from one day to the next.
We have to keep listening and adjusting our behavior and activities
in order to stay well and to keep
from infecting others.

Today (Monday, March 23), we
have been instructed by our Governor to “shelter in place.” We’re
to stay at home except for the essentials, so I’m guessing this
means that tonight there will be
another major wave of toilet paper
and milk purchases, along with
whatever else might still be on the
shelves before the stores close,
sanitize and restock for tomorrow.

predicted every Saturday for 3 or
4 weeks in a row. It was crazy!
Every weekend I stressed about
what might happen. I don’t think
we ever actually did have to cancel, but each week it was important for some folks to stay
home. That white fluff and shiny
slippery stuff made it clear that
inside their home was the best
place to be.

Living in Indiana, I’ve grown to
expect the rush to purchase TP
before a big snowstorm. I’ve experienced milk in short supply.
I’ve even had to make the decision about canceling worship on
several occasions. I remember
one January in particular when it
seemed that a big snowstorm was

I can only remember one occasion of actually sitting on my
couch on a Sunday morning,
reading a devotional because we
had to cancel worship. It just didn’t feel right. But it was necessary at the time.
(Continued on page 7)
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United Methodist Men
The United Methodist Men’s
Pork Tenderloin carry out originally scheduled for Saturday
April 11th to raise money for the
Boy Scout Troop will be rescheduled. Members of the Methodist
Men and the Boy Scouts will have
tickets for sale: $10 for a tenderloin
sandwich and fries. In addition,
you can get a pork tenderloin sandwich only for $8.00; fries only for
$3.00; pop & water for $1.00; and
cookies or brownies for a donation
at the car. Ralph Smith is providing
the tenderloins and fries.

Sunday Services
will be available
for online viewing

each week on the

WE WILL KEEP YOU
APPRISED AS PLANS ARE
FINALIZED.

by David Hogsett

At the regular meeting on
April 18th, Brian Liechty will be
sharing where we are with Rebuilding First Church. There will be an
opportunity to tour the church
building. The men meet at 8:00
A.M. for breakfast.
Future Meetings
May: Speaker from Elite Travel
June: Senior health
July: Cook-Out
August: Henderson settlement
The men’s bible study on Wednesdays at 6:45 A.M. at Christo’s has
been cancelled for now.
Note: There may be some revisions
to the above schedule depending
upon the coronavirus.

“ S u n d a y ' s P a l m s A r e We d n e s d a y ' s A s h e s ”
b y R a e W h i t n e y & B . F. W h i t e

church’s
Facebook page or
on YouTube on
the “First United
Methodist Church
of Plymouth,
Indiana” channel.

Sunday's palms are Wednesday's ashes as another Lent begins;
Thus we kneel before our Maker in contrition for our sins.
We have marred baptismal pledges, in rebellion gone astray; now,
returning, seek forgiveness; grant us pardon, God, this day.
We have failed to love our neighbors, their offences to forgive,
have not listened to their troubles, nor have cared just how they live,
we are jealous, proud, impatient, loving over much our things;
may the yielding of our failings be our Lenten offerings.
We are hasty to judge others, blind to proof of human need;
and our lack of understanding demonstrates our inner greed;
We have wasted earth's resources, want and suffering ignored;
come and cleanse us, then restore us; make new hearts within us, Lord.

F i r s t N e ws
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P r a y e r i s t h e Vo i c e o f F a i t h , Tr u s t i n g
that God Knows and Cares
by Dorothy Steinke
Pray especially for rulers and
their governments to rule
well. 1 Timothy 2:2

cable service does not carry that
channel.
I do not know when I will be able
to return to Plymouth due to travel
Spring has come to Murray. Jon- restrictions. I keep all of you in my
quils have been blooming since the prayers. We need to pray for our
first of March. The flowering trees government as they work at conare all in bloom. The weather var- taining this crisis and bringing us
ies between 50 and 70 degrees. We through this time with a healthy
have received a lot of rain, so eve- country and financial system.
rything is very soggy. Like everywhere else everything is
Mission Witness
closed. We are all staying home.
Sunflowers turn according to the
To celebrate my birthday my
position of the sun; they "chase the
daughter and granddaughter came light." On cloudy, rainy days, they
and "hung out" with Granny for an turn towards each other to share
afternoon. There is a Sonic drive- their energy. When I am overin here - in the 6 years I have spent whelmed, low spirited, or helpless
winters here I have never visited
at meeting the needs of the most
Sonic; they were still open for carry vulnerable of my society, I rememout so we had Sonic burgers for
ber that lesson, and turn to the
lunch.
light, Jesus Christ, for my renewal.
I watched the March 15 Facebook Catherine Mudime Akale
church service. It was good to see United Methodist Women Regional
all of you. I enjoyed the Choir and Missionary, Africa
the anthem by the trio.
The Kentucky Governor had re(See page 2 for “Sunday’s Palms
quested the churches to suspend
are Wednesday’s Ashes” which
services. The Kentucky Bishop
was included in Dorothy’s submisagreed, and we have not had sersion this month. We sang this on
vices here for the last 2 weeks.
Ash Wednesday.)
They televise the services, but my

Vo l u n t e e r S e w e r s N e e d e d !
Miller’s Assisted Living is looking for volunteers to sew face masks. All supplies
will be supplied by Miller’s. If you are
willing and able, please contact Cindy
Flagg at Miller’s: 936-9801, ext 148. Your
help is appreciated!

“We need to pray
for our government
as they work at
containing this

crisis and bringing
us through this time
with a healthy
country and
financial system.”
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MISSION MINDED
Missions Calendar for 2020:
(At our meeting on March 3, we developed the following calendar of events. Since that
time, things have become uncertain – everything is tentative and subject to change if
necessary.)
March 15: We were to get the profits from The Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast. That will be rescheduled for a different month.
April 26 – 30: Work Trip to Midwest Mission Distribution Center
May 16: Tenderloin Fundraiser – Drive-thru Service in the Parking Lot
(Ralph Smith cooking)
June 13: Bake Sale at the Farmer’s Market
August: Corn Roast – On a Sunday, outside in the east parking lot
August 22: Bake Sale at the Farmer’s Market
Sept. 19: Fish Fry – Drive-thru Service in the Parking Lot (Ralph Smith
cooking)
October: Work Trip to Henderson Settlement
November: Hacienda Fundraiser
Both the Marshall County Neighborhood Center and the Marshall County
Bread of Life need donations of food. You can drop items off during the
hours they are open; they will come out to your car so you don’t need to go
inside. I imagine they will also welcome checks received in the mail and
they can shop.
The Marshall County Community Foundation has set up
a fund for people that are the most vulnerable during
these times of uncertainty.

F i r s t N e ws
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THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE IS CANCELING
THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH
OF APRIL:
Lunch Bunch
Dominos and Euchre
Blessed Bookies
Bad Girls
First Sunday Brunch
Knit Two…Pray Three
It seems strange to be
speaking of “outreach” as we are all being reminded to
“shelter in”. Even though we are not physically together this
month, there are still ways we can “reach out” to others.

A greeting card, an email, a telephone call can lift spirits and
the 23rd Psalm reminds us that “even when we walk through
the darkest valley, I fear no danger, because you are with
me.”
We can reach out, in spite of our present circumstances, and
the FUMC family will be stronger for it.

W. O . W. N e w s b y D o n n a H e m m i g
In light of the current situation, we
will keep members of W.O.W. informed about when we are able to
gather again. Until then, stay well!

“...even when we
walk through the
darkest valley, I
fear no danger,
because you are
with me.”
Psalm 23
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“God asks us to help
others in need,
especially at a time
like this. Here is one
way we can do that.”

Due to the Coronavirus, most if not all
activities and meetings have been cancelled. Therefore, no
regular calendar will
be included in this
month’s newsletter.
Stay tuned with us
and see weekly Sunday services on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/
plymouthfumc/ and/
or Youtube: https://
www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCwrzNVDOwSznrBCqcK_q
mLg
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Social Concerns

by Mary Kaufman

During this Covid-19 pandemic,
many people in our area are affected by layoffs which may lead to
food insecurity. Most of us won't
have to worry about where our next
meal is coming from, but many in
Plymouth do.

tables
may also be
donated.

To donate, call Neighborhood Center at 936-3388 and tell them that
you have items to bring to them
The
(402 W. Garro). They will meet
Neigh- you at your car and unload the
borhood items for you so you don't even
Center have to go into the building.
(as well
as
Also, cash donations made to the
Bread Marshall County Neighborhood
of Life food pantry) are helping
Center will be helpful in the near
even more clients every day. Items future when clients who have faced
that they need to keep in stock are layoffs have difficulty paying rent
cold cereal, oatmeal, peanut butter, and utilities.
canned tuna and chicken, soups,
canned vegetables and fruits, ham- God asks us to help others in need,
burger helper type meal starters,
especially at a time like this. Here is
mac and cheese, pasta and
one way we can do that.
sauce. Fresh bread, fruits and vege-
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A N o t e f r om P a s t o r To n i
(Continued from page 1)

It’s necessary at this time, as well. I’d so
much rather gather together with all of you in
worship in the same space on Sunday mornings. I love singing together, listening to
God’s Word, and seeing your faces as we
consider what God might have to say to us.
But for at least the next 3 weeks we’ll be worshiping together from our separate places. I’ll
either be here at church with an abbreviated
team of your friends to live stream our service, or perhaps I’ll be doing that from home,
hoping Gracie keeps her distance and
doesn’t decide to grasp a starring role
(Gracie is Scott and my new little rescue dog,
in case you haven’t heard her story yet).
We’ll take one day at a time and give it our
best effort, whatever happens, whatever we
need to do.
What’s important, I think, is that we remain
flexible, patient, and faithful. This virus has
overwhelmed the medical systems of other
places, and we want to “flatten the curve” by
minimizing transmission and staying well.

(continued)

Occasionally a tinge of fear will nibble at me
and I wonder how long this will last, how far
will it go, how might our community, our families (church family and otherwise) be affected? But then I’m reminded of all those times
I’ve read in scripture, “Do not be afraid.”
“Fear not.” “I am with you.”
I don’t believe that we’re to ignore the problems that are happening in our lives or in our
world right now. We’re not to minimize or act
like they make no difference. We’re not to
pretend that they’ll just go away. But God is
consistent in promising us that God is with us
and that the times in which we’re living are
not outside of God’s sight or beyond God’s
care. God is with us and is walking alongside
us as we negotiate our way through this uncharted course.
Please stay in contact. I’ll be sending out
notes to keep you informed of what we’re doing a time or two each week. I’m planning,
but not quite ready to start a daily email offering words of encouragement. You’ll receive a
phone call or two from members of your
church family who are just checking in to see
how you’re doing. We’ve already discovered
in this past year that First United Methodist
Church is resilient, strong and faithful. We
still are. We’re here. We’re together. Even in
our different places.
So—stay safe, stay well, stay connected,
stay strong. God is with us. Do not be afraid.
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P r e a c h in g P l a n f o r Ap r i l

Easter Sunday:
Hope is Alive!

APRIL 5

APRIL 19

Palm/Passion Sunday

2nd Sunday of Easter

Text: Mark 14:32-36

Text: John 20:19-31

Title: The Garden: Risking Tempta- Title: Easter Faith
tion
Theme: It takes great faith to beTheme: Gethsemane is the moment lieve in the truth of the resurrection
when a chain of events begins that of Christ. In his presence, in his apcannot be stopped. Once Jesus is
pearances to us, in the worship of
taken into custody, there is no going the church, and in the mystery of
back. So, we will pause with him in our own lives, Jesus gives us the
the garden just before his arrest, and evidence we need to have faith in
we feel with him the temptations
the reality of the resurrection.
that arise when facing difficult circumstances—to run, hide, use whatever power we have to change
APRIL 26
things, fight it, perhaps even bargain with God. We walk among the 3rd Sunday of Easter
sleepy disciples who just can’t
Text: Luke 24:13-35
grasp what’s about to happen. And
we open to let the story remind us Title: Christ Returns…to Us
that no matter what we face, or how Theme: In his resurrection, Jesus
we fail to meet the demand of the
Christ returned to us, was present
moment, second chances are possi- with us in a new and mysterious
ble.
though undeniable way. The resurrection is not something that originates in us or in our desires; it is an
APRIL 12
unexpected, unsought, surprising
intrusion by a living, loving God.
Easter Sunday
The Christian faith is a lifelong
Text: Matthew
training in receiv28:1-10
ing the risen
Christ as he is, as
Title: Hope is
he comes to us in
Alive!
all of his resurTheme: Resurrecrected glory and
presence.
tion!! New life!!
New possibility!!
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A R e m i n d e r f r o m P a s t o r To n i
I would appreciate your words of encouragement, scripture, and
other writings for me to send out to everyone in a daily devotional
that will begin soon. Please send to me at
tlcarmer@plymouthfirstumc.org.
Your tithes and offerings, as always, are essential for our ministry.
Please keep us informed of ways we need to be praying for one another. Prayer is the most important connection of all.
With live services cancelled,
there is no
need for liturgists, ushers,
nursery workers, greeters, or
sound techs so
no schedule is
included in this
month’s newsletter. New
schedules will
be listed as we
go back to normal services.
Thank you!

Donald Huddle 6/24/26—3/19/2020
Grace Blanding, recently returned from
Florida, contacted us to let us know that her
long time companion, Don Huddle, has
passed away following a brief illness. No
services are planned at this time.
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2020 Blondena Kaiser Award Winner, Sharon Balka
Left to right: Son-in-law Dirk, Sharon,
Don, daughter Paige
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2020 Blondena Kaiser Award Winner,
Sharon Balka with husband, Don

Fi rs t Uni t ed
M et hodi s t C hurch
400 N. Michigan St.
Plymouth, IN 46563
Phone: 574 936-2943
Email:
office@plymouthfirstumc.
org
Love God ~ Love Others
~ Serve Others

Use your smart phone and scan the QR
code to the right or go to Google Play or
the Apple App Store to download the
GivePlus+ app to start online donations.
Follow the steps to begin giving.
QR code

Making Donations Using
GivePlus Church
OR
Go to our website: www.plymouthfirstumc.org
and click on the gold “DONATE NOW” button to begin
online giving.
Please continue to share your blessings generously with
your church!

